The Sustainable Development Goals Fund
of the Episcopal Diocese of New York

In 2015, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted 17
Sustainable Development Goals, seeking to end poverty, to protect and
care for the planet and to fight injustice and inequality. In anticipation of
the announcement of the Sustainable Development Goals, the General
Convention of the Episcopal Church voted to continue its budgetary
commitment of 0.7% annually toward international development
programs, and it encouraged dioceses and congregations to do the
same.
With this in mind, the Episcopal Diocese of New York established the
Sustainable Development Goals Fund (SDGF) with seed money from the
2016 diocesan budget and the Global Mission Commission. The SDGF will
serve as a financial and networking resource for diocesan entities to work
with partners outside of the diocese to further sustainable growth and
development. All congregations, schools and mission networks of the
diocese are welcome to apply for this funding. We believe that seeking to
attain these goals is a concrete way to live out our baptismal promises
(Book of Common Prayer, pp.304-5). The SDG goals will guide us as we
strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity of
every human being and caring for God's creation.
If you have questions regarding this application or funding a project or
ministry, please contact sustainabilitygrants@dioceseny.org.
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Eligibility
The Sustainable Development Goals Fund (SDGF) aims to provide support for one-year mission
projects between congregations, schools and mission networks within the Episcopal Diocese of
New York (EDNY) and global entities outside of the EDNY. The EDNY partner applies for funding
to support the project to be conducted with the global partner. Projects for which applications
are made must be approved by the EDNY parish vestry or governing board, as well as the
equivalent leadership of the global partner, before submission for consideration.
Grants will be awarded for projects that directly address one or more of the SDGs.
Effectiveness, accountability and sustainability (addressing one or more SDGs, as well as financial
sustainability) will be essential criteria which applicants must identify, define and measure. The
global partner should be in communion with the Episcopal/Anglican church, and the EDNY
partner must be in good standing within the church. Awards will be made out to the EDNY
partner.
Selection criteria for review of applications
1. The project for which the funds are requested must be a specific one. If the funds are to
be used as part of a larger project, the exact function and timing of the smaller project
must be stated. In the latter cases, the applicant must be able to answer the question: if
you only receive funds from the SDG fund, what will you be able to accomplish?
2. The submitted budget must correspond to the project described, even if the project is
part of a larger one.
3. The project must create or sustain a relationship between the EDNY and global
partners.
4. The project must foster financial independence in the global partner or
community.
The SDG Fund will give priority to projects that foster mutual exchange and partnership
between the EDNY and global partners. Priority will be given to global partners with
Episcopal/Anglican affiliations. Grants may be given to an EDNY entity (parish, school or mission
network) and/or a particular global project more than once but only after no fewer than three
years have elapsed since receiving an award. In these cases, particular scrutiny will be placed on
the progress and sustainability of the global project in the interim. Grants should not create
dependency, but rather nurture self-reliance and financial independence. The hope is that
projects funded by the SDG Fund will foster true companionship in mission.
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Grant recipients and their global partners must aim to complete the project within the
year following the awarding of the grant. In addition, grant recipients are expected to provide a
brief report of program progress at six months, provide final outcome measurements at the end
of the project and an accounting of how the funds were used. Grant recipients will present
their year’s work at the following year’s Mission Fair. The SDG Fund committee will assist and
advise grant recipients with their presentations, as needed.
It is hoped that grantees will bring members and friends of their parish or mission entity
to celebrate the honor of the award at this year’s Mission Fair as well as to share the rich
stories about the project and the partnership at next year’s Fair. This will inspire others to
foster global partnerships and undertake worthy mission projects.
If your EDNY entity is in discernement about mission and outreach but not yet ready
to form a partnership with a particular global entity, please email your questions to
sustainabilitygrants@dioceseny.org. The Global Mission Commission is pleased to provide
information, counsel and encouragement according to your particular needs.

How to Apply
Application deadline: Applications must be received by June 5, 2020. Decisions on grants
will be made by September 18, 2020. Applicants will be informed shortly thereafter; funded
projects will be announced and celebrated at the Mission Fair held on Saturday, October 10,
2020.
Size of approved grants: $5,000 to $15,000
Completed applications, along with the SDG Fund application checklist, should be sent as an
email attachment to: sustainabilitygrants@dioceseny.org
Completed applications and checklists can also be mailed to the address below:
Mission Office
SUSTAINABILITY GRANTS
The Episcopal Diocese of New York
1047 Amsterdam Ave
New York, NY 10025
Tel: 212-316-7467
The Sustainable Development Goals Fund

of the Episcopal Diocese of New York

Page 4 of 10

2019 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS GRANT APPLICATION
PART 1

BASIC INFORMATION
Name/Title of the Project

Amount Requested (US Dollars)

Submitted by

Name of congregation, school, or mission network of the Episcopal Diocese of New
York

Contact Person
Name
Email Address

Phone Number

Mailing Address
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PART 2

GLOBAL PARTNER INFORMATION
Name of Global Partner Parish/Organization

Global Partner Contact Person Name

Email Address

Phone Number

Mailing Address

Diocese/Province

where applicable
Bishop

where applicable
Name
Email Address

Phone Number
Mailing Address
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PART 3

OTHER FUNDING SOURCES FOR THIS PROJECT (if any)
Source of funding

#1

Amount (US Dollars)

Status
Received

Pending

Add another source of funding?
Yes

No
PART 4

DETAILED DESCRIPTION AND EXPLANATION
Formation of the partnership(250 word maximum)

Please provide a brief history of the partnership between your organization and your global
partner(s); include the nature of the partnership, how long it has been in existence, how it began and
how it evolved.

Description of the project (500 word maximum)

Include: Anticipated start date, duration of project; description of population and number
served, geographic area, nature of partnership and how project can be self-sustaining What
excites you about this project?
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List the SDGs and describe how they will be addressed by the project.

Brief description of how this project advances the sustainable development goals and the
mission of the church as expressed in the baptismal covenant.

How does this project “seek and serve others, strive for justice and peace, and/or
respect the dignity of every human being”?
Objectives of the project

List at least 3 specific objectives you seek to achieve and how you will evaluate these
objectives

Will you be collaborating with another congregation, school or mission network in
the Episcopal Diocese of New York on this global effort?
▢ Yes
▢

No

If you answered yes to the above question, provide details of how you will collaborate.
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Describe your plans for helping this partnership project achieve financial independence.
Specify the time frame over which you aim to achieve independence.

Did your vestry or governing boards approve this project?
▢ Yes
▢ No

Does your parish/ministry/school give a portion of its budget to outreach and mission?
▢ Yes
▢ No
Proposed budget for the project: Attach budget
Endorsement of global partner

You must provide written endorsement of the global partner institution with
whom you will partner (this can be the local bishop, where applicable).

Signatures required

Rector/Vicar/Priest-in-charge/Chaplain

Print or type name and title
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Checklist for Applications to the SDG Fund Grants

EDNY Partner (all must be checked for a complete application):
In good standing with the church
Vestry or governing approval letter
One or more SDGs are addressed
Outcome measures provided
Plan for financial sustainability provided
Budget provided

Global Partner (all must be checked for a complete application):
Located outside of EDNY and in communion with the Episcopal/Anglican church
Endorsement letter from bishop or local leadership
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